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Lab Problem 1 
You have been given a well plate, several test tubes and pipets, a concentrated ammonia solution, access to 
distilled water, and four numbered vials containing iron (III) chloride hexahydrate, cobalt (II) sulfate 
heptahydrate, copper (II) chloride dihydrate, and potassium oxalate monohydrate, though not necessarily in 
this order. Devise and carry out an experiment to produce at least FIVE new different complex compounds, 
using your understanding of coordination compound geometry and qualitative evidence in your results. 

Lab Problem 2 

You have been given a sample of seawater, a pipet that contains 5.0 × 10–4 mole/gram AgNO3, a pipet that 
contains K2CrO4(aq), several small test tubes, and access to an electronic balance. Devise and carry out an 
experiment to determine the percentage of chloride ion, Cl–(aq), in seawater. 

Ksp at 25 °C 
AgCl = 1.77 × 10–10

Ag2CrO4 = 1.12 ×  10–12 



Examiner’s Instructions 
Directions to the Examiner: 
Thank you for administering the 2010 USNCO laboratory practical on behalf of your Local Section. It is 
essential that you follow the instructions provided, in order to insure consistency of results nationwide. 
There may be considerable temptation to assist the students after they begin the lab exercise. It is 
extremely important that you do not lend any assistance or hints whatsoever to the students once they 
begin work. As in international competition, the students are not allowed to speak to anyone until the 
activity is complete. 

The equipment needed for each student for both lab exercises should be available at his/her lab station or 
table when the students enter the room. The equipment should be initially placed so that the materials used 
for Lab Problem 1 are separate from those used for Lab Problem 2. 

 After the students have settled, read the following instructions (in italics) to the students. 

Hello, my name is ________ . Welcome to the lab practical portion of the U.S. National Chemistry 
Olympiad Examination. In this part of the exam, we will be assessing your lab skills and your ability to 
reason through a laboratory problem and communicate its results. Do not touch any of the equipment in 
front of you until you are instructed to do so. 

You will be asked to complete two laboratory problems. All the materials and equipment you may 
want to use to solve each problem has been set out for you and is grouped by the number of the problem. 
You may use equipment from one problem to work on the other problem, but the suggested ideal 
equipment and chemicals to be used for each problem has been grouped for you. You will have one hour 
and thirty minutes to complete the two problems. You may choose to start with either problem. You are 
required to have a procedure for each problem approved for safety by an examiner. (Remember that 
approval does not mean that your procedure will be successful – it is a safety approval.) When you are 
ready for an examiner to come to your station for each safety approval, please raise your hand. 

Safety is an important consideration during the lab practical. You must wear goggles and gloves 
at all times. In particular, special precautions are required when using the silver nitrate solution in 
Problem #2. Do not get it on your skin or clothing as it will cause stains. Please wash off any chemicals 
spilled on your skin or clothing with large amounts of tap water. On Problem #2, neither solution 
‘AgNO3 solution’ nor ‘K2CrO4 solution’ can be disposed of down the drain. Both solutions need waste 
beakers (provided) in which the used pipettes should be placed. 

The appropriate procedures for disposing of solutions at the end of this lab practical are: 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ _

We are about to begin the lab practical. Please do not turn the page until directed to do so, but 
read the directions on the front page. Are they any questions before we begin? 
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Distribute Part III booklets and again remind students not to turn the page until the instruction is given. 
Part III contains student instructions and answer sheets for both laboratory problems. There is a periodic 
table on the second page of the booklet. Allow students enough time to read the brief cover directions. 

Do not turn to page 2 until directed to do so. When you start to work, be sure to fill out all of the 
information at the top of the answer sheets. Are they any additional questions? 

If there are no further questions, the students should be ready to start Part III. 

           You may begin. 

After one hour and thirty minutes, give the following directions. 

This is the end of the lab practical. Please stop and bring me your answer sheets. Thank you for 
your cooperation during this portion of the exam. 

Collect all the lab materials. Make sure that the student has filled in his or her name and other required 
information on the answer sheets. At this point, you might wish to take a few minutes to discuss the lab 
practical with the students. They can learn about possible observations and interpretations and you can 
acquire feedback as to what they actually did and how they reacted to the problems. After this discussion, 
please take a few minutes to complete the Post-Exam Questionnaire; this information will be extremely 
useful to the USNCO subcommittee as they prepare for next year’s exam. 

Please remember to return the post-exam Questionnaire, the answer sheets form Part III, the Scantron 
sheets from Part I, and the ‘Blue Books” from Part II in the overnight return envelope you were provided 
to this address: 

American Chemical Society 
U.S. Natio ad Office nal Chemistry Olympi

1155 16th Street, NW 
Washington, DC  20036 

The label on the UPS Express Pak envelope should have this address and your return address already. The 
cost of the shipping is billed to ACS - USNCO. You can keep copy of the tracking number to allow you to 
track your shipment. 

Wednesday, April 28, 2010, is the absolute deadline for receipt of the exam material. Materials received 
after this deadline CANNOT be graded. Be sure to have your envelope sent no later than Tuesday, April 
27, 2010 for it to arrive on time. 
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Lab Problem #1: Materials and Equipment 
Each student should have available the following equipment and materials: 

Materials 
• sThree standard size (18 or 20 × 150mm) test tube
• One 150 or 250 mL beaker to hold the test tubes
• Four 5 mL capacity Beral-style pipets
• Four pieces of waxed weighing paper
• One 100 or 150 mL Erlenmeyer flask with stopper
• One 12-hole white spot plate (porcelain or polyurethane)
• Several wooden stirring sticks, the kind used for stirring coffee
• Access to distilled water, preferably individual bottles at each lab station

Chemicals 
• Four capped numbered vials (20–30 mL capacity) containing approximately 3–5 g of each of the

following solids: FeCl3⋅6H2O, CoSO4⋅7H2O, CuCl2⋅2H2O, and K2C2O4⋅H2O 

Vial Sub tances
#1 FeCl ⋅6H O 3 2
#2 CoSO ⋅7H O 4 2
#3 CuCl ⋅2H O 2 2
#4 K2C2O4⋅H2O 

Obviously, do not identify or label the contents of each vial! 

• 25–30 mL of concentrated ammonia solution per student. To make this solution for a group of 25–30
students, using stock (14.8M) ammonium hydroxide, NH4OH(aq) mix 250 mL of the ammonium
hydroxide with 500 mL water to make a total volume of 750 mL ammonia solution. The 100 or 150 mL
flask should be labeled ‘Ammonia Solution’.

Lab Problem #1 Notes 
• Be sure that the solids are powdered and dry. In the case of the iron (III) chloride you may want to

grind it fine as it has a tendency to clump. 
• Students will be warned that the ammonia solution is pungent and to take caution as it is used.

Safety: It is your responsibility to ensure that all students wear safety goggles and gloves during the lab 
practical. A lab coat or apron for each student is desirable but not mandatory. You will also need to 
give students explicit directions for handling spills and for disposing of waste materials, following 
approved safety practices for your examination site. Please check and follow procedures appropriate for 
your site. 
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Lab Problem #2: Materials and Equipment 
Each student should have available the following equipment and materials: 

Materials  
• Three small (10 × 75 mm) test tubes
• One 50 mL beaker to hold the test tubes
• One 100 or 150 mL beaker to hold the labeled silver nitrate, seawater, and pota
• Three 5 mL Beral–style pipet (graduated or ungraduated, thin or regular stem)

ssium chromate pipets 

Chemicals 
• Approximately 30 mL of seawater in a covered 100 or 150 mL flask labeled ‘seawater’
• Two 5 mL capacity Beral-style pipets filled with 5.0 ×10–4 mol AgNO3 per gram solution. To make this

solution, dissolve 2.13 g of solid AgNO3 in 25.0 mL DI water. Store in a dark, covered container until
ready to apportion to students. Pipets should be labeled ‘AgNO3 solution’. It should be clearly labeled
"Caution - Do not get on Skin or Clothes - Will cause Stains"

• One Beral-style pipet containing potassium chromate solution
• The concentration of this solution should be approximately 1M (Mr K2CrO4 = 194). This pipet should

be labeled ‘K2CrO4 solution’. To make this solution, dissolve 0.4 g K2CrO4 / 2 mL per student or 10 g
in 50 mL for 25 students.

• Neither solution ‘AgNO3 solution’ nor ‘K2CrO4 solution’ can be disposed of down the drain. Both
solutions need waste beakers in which the used pipettes are placed.

Lab Problem #2 Notes: 
• For the ocean water, if you live near the coast, obtain a sample directly from the ocean. Let any solids

settle before apportioning to students. If you do not have an available source of ocean water, you may
simulate a sample by dissolving 2.80 g of NaCl in 100 mL of distilled water (don’t use tap water as it
likely already contains measurable amounts of chloride). You may also use common commercial
laboratory seawater preparations that include approximate percentages of minerals found in ocean
water.

• Make sure to use DI water in making the silver nitrate solution. Ideally, this solution is made just prior
to use the day of the exam.

• The concentration of the potassium chromate solution is not critical but should be approximately 1M.

Safety: It is your responsibility to ensure that all students wear safety goggles and gloves during the lab 
practical. A lab coat or apron for each student is desirable but not mandatory. You will also need to 
give students explicit directions for handling spills and for disposing of waste materials, following 
approved safety practices for your examination site. Please check and follow procedures appropriate for 
your site. 



2010 USNCO Part III Answers 

Lab Problem 1 

Students were expected to create different complex compounds by combinations of the 
hydrate compounds provided with the aqueous ammonia solution. Students might have 
thought also to react the hydrates with an aqueous oxalate solution or to slowly add water to 
samples of each hydrate. For example, adding H2O slowly to a small amount of copper(II) 
chloride in one of the test tubes produces a color change as the dihydrate of this salt forms a 
tetrahydrate.   

Vial Compound
1 Yellow-Orange, FeCl3 . 6H2O 

2 Pinkish, CoSO4 . 7H2O 
3 Green, CuCl2 . 2H2O  
4 White, K2C2O4 . H2O 

Compound Possible Formula Observation
CuCl2 . 2H2O + H2O CuCl2 

. 4H2O green   blue 
CuCl2 . 2H2O +  
ammonia solution 

Cu(NH3)4 deep blue color change 

CoSO4 
. 7H2O +

ammonia solution 
Co(NH3)6 bright blue-green color change 

FeCl3 . 6H2O  +
ammonia solution 

Fe(NH3)6 Brown-purple gelatinous ppt. 

K2C2O4(aq)  +  FeCl3 . 6H2O K3[Fe(C2O4)3] greenish color change
K2C2O4(aq)  +  CuCl2 . 2H2O K2[Cu(C2O4)2] greenish color change?

Ammonia replaces water in these hydrated compounds to produce complexes that include 
NH3 surrounding the central metal cation. Possible formulas might also include ligand 
combinations of ammonia, water, and chloride or sulfate as part of the complex. 
Possible sketches of these structures show the central Cu, Fe, and Co cations surrounded by 
the NH3 ligands in tetrahedral, square planar geometry, or octahedral geometries.  

Excellent Results: 
Students attempted as many matches as possible, creating a legible and systematically 
organized table to communicate their results. The nomenclature of the possible complexes was 
clear and the formulas used the proper coordinate complex compound was accurate. Drawings 
for the possible structures included three-dimensional representations of the complexes and 
indicated how and where isomers might also be formed. It was drawn/noted that the oxalate 
ion was a bidentate and three ions were able to coordinate with the iron (III) cation. 
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Average Results: 
Students attempted to create and draw only the requested five complexes. A listing of these 
combinations and the observed results was provided. At least one possible complex geometry 
was shown. 

Below Average Results: 
Students created fewer than the requested five complexes. No systematic table or chart was 
provided to indicate the possible compounds formed. One or no possible geometries were 
provided. Errors in the nomenclature and formulas were evident.  

Lab Problem 2 

Sample Data: 
Initial mass of the seawater and pipet 3.121 g 
Final mass of the seawater and pipet 2.243 g 
Initial mass of silver nitrate and pipet 2.820 g 
Final mass of silver nitrate and pipet 1.918 g 

Sample Student Calculations: 
3.121 g – 2.243 g = 0.878 g seawater used 
2.820 g – 1.918 g = 0.902 g silver nitration solution used 
Molar masses: NaCl  = 58.44 g/mol 

AgNO3 = 169.87 g/mol 

0.902 g AgNO3 x 5.0 x 10-4 mol/g AgNO3  =  4.51 x 104 mole AgNO3 

4.51 x 104 mole AgNO3 = mole Ag+ ; mole Cl-

4.51 x 104 mole Cl-  x 35.5 g/mol Cl-  = 1.60 x 10-2 g Cl-

1.60 x 10-2 g Cl-/0.878 g seawater x 100 = 1.82% Cl- in solution by mass 
(A value of 1.80-1.90% is generally accepted) 

Excellent Results: 
At least two trials were attempted using both of the filled AgNO3 pipets and averaging results. 
These titrations were completed in the small test tubes provided. A clear and organized table 
showed the initial and final masses of both the seawater and silver nitrate pipets. Observations 
of the silver chloride and the silver chromate formation were noted. Calculations were legible, 
organized, and followed a logical sequence in order to determine the mass of chloride ion 
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present and the final mass percentage present. Use of the Ksp values was made to clearly show 
the AgCl then Ag2CrO4 selective order of precipitation. Assumptions included the complete 
precipitation of AgCl from solution, the equivalent molar ratio of Ag+: Cl-, the presence of a 
drop or two of the chromate solution to the seawater to be sufficient to create a white/red color 
change endpoint. Error included the subjective judgment of the endpoint to distinguish the 
complete precipitation of the chloride from the beginning of the precipitation of the chromate, 
and the additional drop or two overshooting of the endpoint to turn the solution entirely 
reddish. 

Average Results: 
Only one trial was attempted. Leftover materials were not utilized to complete additional 
experiments. Observations were made to determine the endpoint. Calculations show a logical 
sequence to solve this problem, but may not have been clearly organized. Only one point was 
included for the assumptions and error. 

Below Average Results: 
Not all of the materials were used. Calculations did not show evidence of logical sequence in 
problem solving. Observations were incomplete. One or no points were made regarding error 
or assumptions.  
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